
Bio of Congressman Scott Garrett (R-NJ) 

 

On January 5, 2011, Congressman Scott Garrett was sworn in to the United States House of 

Representatives, representing New Jersey’s 5th Congressional District.  Since his election to 

Congress in 2002, Scott has burnished himself with a reputation as a leading advocate of tax 

relief and pro-growth economic policies, earning him awards and accolades from a number of 

national taxpayer and small business groups. 

 

As the Vice Chairman of the House Budget Committee, Scott is on the frontline of House 

Republican efforts to reign in runaway government spending and shrink our country’s ballooning 

national debt.  In addition to his senior position on the Budget Committee, Scott is also the 

Chairman of the Budget and Spending Task Force for the Republican Study Committee (RSC), 

which advances conservative solutions to address our country’s fiscal challenges.   

 

A member of the House Financial Services Committee since his election to Congress, Scott has 

been at the forefront of public policy deliberations dealing with issues related to the financial 

services industry, developing considerable expertise in areas ranging from securities and finance 

to insurance and regulatory oversight.   

 

At the beginning of the 112th Congress, Scott was selected to serve as the Chairman of the 

Financial Services Subcommittee on Capital Market and Government-Sponsored Enterprises.  In 

this role, Scott presides over the subcommittee with jurisdiction over the Securities and 

Exchange Commission (SEC) and government-sponsored enterprises (GSEs) Fannie Mae and 

Freddie Mac.  In addition, the subcommittee also handles all matters related to capital markets 

activities such as business capital formation and venture capital, as well as derivative 

instruments. 

 

As founder and Chairman of the Congressional Constitution Caucus, Scott is highly respected 

among his House colleagues as an authority on constitutional issues.  Founded in 2005, the 

Constitution Caucus provides an effective forum for education on constitutional principles and 

discussion on the appropriate limitations of congressional action.   

 

Born Englewood, Scott has spent much of his life living in North Jersey, which has instilled in 

him a great appreciation for the outdoors.  He is a leading proponent of preserving open space 

and protecting such natural treasures as the Highlands, the Musconetcong River and the Wallkill 

River National Wildlife Refuge. 

 

Prior to his election to Congress, Scott served in the New Jersey General Assembly from 1990 to 

2002, as the senior Assemblyman for the 24th Legislative District, Assistant Majority Leader, 

and Chairman of the Banking and Insurance Committee.  During his tenure, he also served on the 

Education, Transportation, Agriculture & Natural Resources Committees, as well as the Joint 

Committee on Public Schools. 

 

Scott earned his Bachelor of Arts degree from Montclair State University and his Juris Doctor 

from Rutgers School of Law – Camden.   

 

Scott resides in Wantage Township in Sussex County with his wife, Mary Ellen, and their two 

daughters, Jennifer and Brittany. 


